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Who We Are

We are a group of Catholic families in Douglas County, and the surrounding counties,
educating our children at home. We represent a variety of homeschooling styles and
philosophies but are united in a desire to cultivate a love of learning. We lead a weekly
enrichment program for Pre-K through 12th Grade at Ave Maria in Parker, as well as ongoing
activities and occasional field trips. N.B. We are not an independent school or umbrella
program.

Purpose & Structure

This program exists to enrich its students academically and socially through instruction and
play. We seek to build community by sharing in the common work of educating our children,
rather than by simple fellowship for adults. All families are required to volunteer in some
capacity. Volunteer requirements will be determined by total enrollment and your child’s
placement. Parents may leave the campus when they are not needed in volunteer shifts, if
their child is comfortable with them being gone.

We will meet Thursday afternoons during the academic year with the following schedule:

2026-2027 Ave Maria Enrichment Program, Thursdays

Prek | K | 1st-2nd [ 3rd-5th | 6th-8th | 9th-12th
1:15-1:30 PM Gathering and announcements (Dwyer Hall)
5inaRow Music PE Science Art
1:30-2:20 PM
2:20-2:30 PM Story time + Break
activities
Art Science Art Drama Chant
2:30-3:20 PM
2:30-3:20 PM Break
PE PE Science Art Drama
3:30-4:20 PM
4:20-4:30 PM Cleanup
Minimum Age Levels for Grades
Prek K 1st-2nd 3rd-5th 6th-8th 9th-12th
Minimum Age by
QOctober 1 3 5 6 8 11 14

***students may stay in a class that is lower than their age but may not attend a higher class



Age Requirements

We understand that every family will introduce subjects at their own pace, and that many
students of similar ages may be at different academic levels. However, we will define “grade”
according to Colorado State guidelines: students age 3 or 4 as of October 1 will be considered
Pre-K, and those 5 and up as of October 1 may be placed in the elementary group. Parents of
students who turn 5 between August 1 and October 1 may opt to keep their child in the
Preschool group.

Elementary classes will be mixed-grade: Kindergarten, 1st-2nd grade, 3rd -5th, 6th - 8th and
9th - 12th. However, cut-offs for these groups will be made by age rather than academic grade:
Students age 5 as of October 1 will be placed in the K class
Students age 6-7 as of October 1 will be placed in the 1st - 2nd grade class

e Students age 8 -10 as of October 1 will be placed in the 3-5th grade class

e Students age 11- 13 as of October 1 will be placed in the 6-8th class

e Students age 14- 18 as of October 1 will be placed in the 9 -12th class
Students with birthdates between August 1 and October 1 may opt to remain in a lower class
group where applicable.

Commitment
Participating in this program means that each family commits to
e regular class attendance for children
e fulfilling volunteer roles in the weekly functioning of the program: each family/parent
must take on a share of classroom assistance (teacher aid), hall monitoring and/or
set-up/clean-up
o In extraordinary circumstances, it may be possible to pay $275 per family instead
of volunteering. It would need to be discussed and approved prior to registration.

attending a safe environment training (for parent volunteers)

passing a background check

substituting for others according to availability & need

respecting Ave Maria campus and only using approved areas of the church
attending infrequent planning meetings throughout the year

We consider enroliment to be a year long commitment (see Academic Calendar). We do
understand that unforeseen events may arise and your family may need to withdraw
before the year is up, but we ask that you not begin with us if you do not anticipate
being able to complete it. Families who are also enrolled in the Colorado Homeschool
Enrichment homeschool campus have additional attendance/completion requirements.

Volunteer sign-ups will be made available at least one week before classes begin; slots are
first-come, first-serve. Please be courteous to other parents and be flexible to accommodate
the needs of other parents when you are able.



Academic Calendar

Class Date
1 27-Aug
2 3-Sep
3 10-Sep
4 17-Sep
5 24-Sep
B 1-Oct
7 B-Oct
Fall Break
8 22-0ct
g 29-0Oct
10 5-Mov
11 12-Mov
12 19-Mowv

Thanksgiving/Advent/Christmas
Semester Break

13 14-Jan
14 21-Jan
15 28-Jan
16 4-Feb

17 11-Feb
18 18-Feb
19 25-Feb
20 4-Mar
21 11-Mar

Spring Break/Holy Week/Easter
Break
22 8-Apr
23 15-Apr

24 22-Apr



Financial Responsibility
K-12th class prices per student for the YEAR are:
$300 per year for all three classes (approximately $12 per day)

Family discounts:
First two children pay full tuition as priced above. Second two children are half-off tuition. 5th
child and over are free.

The Pre-K program is free with at least one K-12th student enrolled; otherwise the fee for preK
is $50.

There is also a $10 fee per family per year. We cannot provide a refund for missed classes.

In the event of a family withdrawing completely from the program, refunds will not be issued
after the first day of classes.

Code of Conduct
We are teaching the children good behavior and want them to understand that actions have
consequences. We hope to teach them to:
e participate in each activity to the extent they are able
share and take turns
be respectful of others' bodies and feelings
apologize when they hurt others
tell the truth
be a good steward by respecting the host's belongings and helping with clean-up
Say "please" and "thank-you"
raise their hands when they wish to speak
respect the teacher in charge that day and address heras Mrs____
respect areas of worship and work around the Ave Maria campus

Bathroom and Diaper Changing Policy

All students needing to use the restroom will be escorted by an adult to the restrooms as
according to Safe Environment Training, but that adult will not enter the stall with the child. If a
child in the preschool room needs a diaper change, volunteers will find and inform his/her
mother to change the diaper.

Discipline
When necessary, we will implement consistent discipline. This means:
e \We will practice positive discipline when possible, making our expectations clear and
praising the children for a job well done
e We will strive to enforcing the code of conduct fairly
e Children should always be encouraged to make amends by apologizing, helping clean
up, etc
e Time outs may be acceptable if a student’s behavior is detracting from the learning
environment for others



Conflict Management

If conflicts should arise between members, we will strive to respond in the spirit of Matthew
18:15-16: “If your brother sins [against you], go and tell him his fault between you and him
alone. If he listens to you, you have won over your brother. If he does not listen, take one or
two others along with you, so that ‘every fact may be established on the testimony of two or

1y

three witnesses’.

Sick Policy

FEVER: Children should remain home if their temperature is 100.4 or higher. Children must be
free of fever (any temperature above 100.3 degrees) for at least 24 hours without the use of
fever reducing medication.

RASH: Children should remain home if they develop any rash other than a common diaper
rash or skin irritation. Children may return to classes once they are rash-free, or with a
clearance from a doctor that it is not contagious.

Conjunctivitis (PINK EYE): Children should remain home if there appears to be an unusual
amount of discharge from or irritation to their eye(s).

If the diagnosis is BACTERIAL CONJUNCTIVITIS children must have received at least 24
hours of treatment before coming to class.

If the diagnosis is VIRAL CONJUNCTIVITIS your child may return AS LONG AS THERE IS
NO DISCHARGE.

DIARRHEA: Children should remain home if they have three or more loose bowel movements
in one day. Before returning to class children must be free from diarrhea for 24 hours.
VOMITING: Children must be symptom free with no vomiting for at least 24 hours before
coming to class.

LICE: Children should remain home until 24 hours after treatment and must be nit free to come
to class.

MEDICATIONS: We will not administer medications at our program. We ask that parents of
children requiring regular medications remain on site for the duration of class day. Children
with severe allergies should bring an epi-pen.

Please remember: \We cannot provide a refund for missed classes.However, if a child misses
more than 5 classes because of severe illness refunds may be considered.

Volunteer Cancellation policy

If you, the parent volunteer, displays any of the above symptoms, the same rules apply. Please
reach out to the group so we can arrange a substitute. Family emergencies may also arise that
require a cancellation. Please give as much notice as is possible of a cancellation via TEXT
MESSAGE to both Kristin (817-939-3611) and Jasmine (720-728-9898). We will confirm via
the same medium that we know about the cancellation.

Inclement Weather Policy

In the event of inclement weather, the program will cancel if Ave Maria has a snow day. If Ave
Maria is in session but the weather is significantly worse at your home (such that you would be
snowed in or facing an unsafe drive), please contact us; if you have assistant responsibilities
that day, normal substitute procedures will apply.



New Members

The decision whether new families can be added after the semester begins will be made on a
case-by-case decision in consultation with the teachers and based on class sizes. If we have
to limit membership size for new members, SE Denver metro residents and previous members
will receive preference over residents of other communities in order to help foster the local
community.

Promoting Personal, Multi-level Marketing or Networking Marketing Businesses

While homeschool community and fellowship is a goal of our group, business promotion and
networking is not. Holy Family Homeschool Community will not tolerate a member utilizing
access to our community to promote his or her business unsolicited. Failure to abide could
result in suspension or expulsion from the program.



